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Ghana and about 2000 such opportunities to
Ghanaian people and all these support had
taken the relations between the countries to

PHARMACEUTICAL  companies  have
threatened to revert o the casb-and-camy
System or s20p supplies to thewr local chents
from next monrh as they are unable to recoup
debes of up to a year's supplies.

The Chamber of Pharmacy Ghana (COPG) —
the umbrella body for five pharmacentical
indumry groupings and the Pharmaceutical
Manufacturers Assocution of Ghana (PMAG)
indicated that health faciliies across the
country had failed to scttle their debts, inststing
that they were yet to be reimbursed by the
National Health Insurance Authonty (NHIAL

However, in a statement last Thursday, the
NHIA said it had released at least GHes? million.
o service providers to enable them o pay for old
pharmaceutical supplis and  non-drug
consumables.

“Management strongly urges healthcare
facillities funded by the NHIA to promptly settle
their debes to the pharmaceutical companies to
avoid any disruptions in the medicine supply
chain,” the NHIA said in its statement.

Old debts

According o the Chief Executive Officer of

the COPG, M1 Anthony Ameka, the debts, sor

, SOe
dating back to 2017, were now threatening the
sarvival of local ph ical bus

Mr Ameka said: “Those who im
i iport and
distribute, and the local manufacturers are the

worst affected”.

He H.E the intent by the pharmaceutical
companies to review business relations with
the qnns:uﬂ medical stores and service
providers funded by the NHIA from July
2020 had been reinforced by the cliaus by the
health service providers that they had still
:S“.—Hu reimbursed by the NHIA.
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would be in by July this year,

Ghana-China relations
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prosperity to both countries and their
peoples.

He said even in the face of COvp 19,
Ghana and China continued to iﬁm the
same friendship and cooperation,

=we thank President Xi Jinpingthrough
you for the support that you have give, us.
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For the help in medical equipment and
suppll as come from China, we are
_.nnm_._ﬂn are hoping that the foundation that
you have helped us ent and deepen is
going tobe foundation that is going to
bring mutual prosperity to the people of
both countries and even greater (1 hi

COVID-19 Trust Fun
GH¢51.54m 1n 2 mo

By Jennifer Kwasin

of relations between Ghana and China,” he
added.

Me said Ghana had witnessed many
important developments since Mr Shi came
to the country.

“you have also facilitated high-level
contacts between our two countriesand a
series of very important economic
cooperation agreements and arrangements
between us,” he said.

Ghana- Australia relations

When he took his turn to say goodbye to
the President, Mr Barnes commended the
government on how it was managing
COVID-18.

He said Ghana-Australia relations grew
even stronger during his tenure, with
several new Australian mining companies
prospecting in Ghana while others helped to
re-establish the Obuasi mine which would
soon become the largest mine in Africa once
again.

He further applauded Ghana for bidding
to host the Africa Continental Free Trade
Area (AfCTA) headquarters and promised
that Australia would fully support the
country to secure the secretariat.

Investments

President Akufo-Addo said Australia was
one of the earliest countries to establish
diplomatic nswith Ghana,which had
ETOWD StIONgeT.

He was happy about the number of
Australian investments in the mining
sector of the country and appreciated the
responsible way the Australian businesses
conducted themselves in the country.

President Akufo-Addo said the
Commonwealth continued to strengthen
both countries as Ghana valued its
membership of the group as well as its
relations with countries such as Australia.

THE COVID-19 Trust Fund, set
up as an emergency fund to
mobilise resources to support
the management of the
coTonavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic jn Ghana, raised
GHesLs4 million  between
March 30 and May 31, this year.

The amount constitutes
donations from individuals,
corporate  institutions and
professional associations In
response to calls for support for
the fund, set up as one of the
government's interventions to
fight the pandemic.

Details of the contributors for
the month of April were
published in yesterday’s edition
of the Daily Graphic.

The publication outlined the
items received by the fund, both
in cash and kind, as well as its
benefactors from March 30 to
May 31, this year.

Contributors
President
Dankwa

Nana  Addo
Akufo-addo, who
announced the setting up of the
fund, was the first person to
donate his salary for April, May
and June towards it.

The Vice-President, Dr
Mahamudu Bawumia, also
donated his salary between April
and June with presidential
staffers, ministers and deputy
ministers also donating 50 per
cent of their salaries for three
months from April to June.

The contributions from these
personalities for April amounted
to GHe637,998.

The trust fund also received
various forms of donations in
kind, which all summed up to
GH¢3.22 million.
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The summary of donations
in kind included vehicles and
fuel worth GHe153 million,
personal protective equipment
(PPE), amounting w
GHe400,940, medical supplies
worth GH¢287,690 and food and
beverages, costing GHel million.

some of the big-ticket
donors include the Bank of
Ghana, which donated GH¢10
million; Aksa Energy Company
Ghana,which presented GHe2. 5
million and Absa Bank, which
presented GHel million.

Others were the ECOWAS
Bank for Investment and
Development which donated
GHe¢1.30 million; Ghana Gas,
GHe1l  million; Interplast
Limited, GHe1.2 million, and the
Lebanese Community GHe2
million.

The National Petroleum
Authority and Volta River
Authority donated GHe2 million
each, the Petroleum
Commission, Vitol Ghana
Service and Zenith Bank also

m The COVID-19 Trust
Fund mobilised
GH¢51.54 million from
individuals and
institutions between
March 30 and May 31,

¥ The fund also received
GH¢637,998 as donations
from the President and
his appointees for the
month of April.

donated GHel million each, with
UBA Ghana contributing
GHe1.48 million.

Transparency
The publication is to honour
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a promise made by the COVID-

19 National Trust Fund to be
transparent in the
management of the fund and
put the resources to their
intended use.

At the Ipauguration on
March 29, the Chairperson of
the Fund, Justice Sophia
Akuffo, assured donors and the
public that the money donated
towards the fund would be
used judiciously in a
transparent manner,

She said the items received
would also be allocated
speedily to  institutions
engaged in the combat of the
disease.

“From time to time, the
money that we have received
will be used to purchase
relevant items and things

brought to our artention by the
Ghana Health Service and the
Ministry of Health,” Justice
Akuffo, who is the immediate
past Chief Justice, assured.

of the health institutions, includi
a 5&:.:-_ stores, had applied to the state for
2 recapitalisation because they were no longer
4 capable of servicing the size of debt they had
1 accrued over the years.
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Health facilities’ debts frustrate pharma firms

“It means the companies have had to borrow

“at very high interest rates to buy active
sl pharmaceutical ingredients only to sell on
s credit basis that never gets paid,” he stated.

Recapitalisation

He said their checks had revealed that some

Lucia Addae, corroborated the COPG's claims,
stressing that service providers in the regions
had denied receiving any payments from the
NHIA recently.

~When we talk to (the health facilities in) the
regions, the story is totally different. Volta,
Upper East, Upper West, North East, Savanna,
Northern; according to them there is nothing,”
Ms Addae told the Daily Graphic.

"In effect, we are asking for a more

regional

Vn COPG, he added, could be forced to
lish the list of debtors and other details in

The Executive Secretary of the PMAG, Ms

P system where we can know which
facilities have been paid so we can access our
money from them,” she added.

“Ideally, the Ghana Health Service (GHS) —
which is the body that has a contract with the
NHIA — should be ensuring that the health
institutions that they have supervisory
responsibility over pay their suppliers.” .




